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Abstract
Most of the studies of breathers in networks of oscillators are limited to nextneighbour interaction. However, long-range interaction becomes critical when
the geometry of the chain is taken into account, as the distance between
oscillators and, therefore, the coupling, depends on the shape of the system.
In this paper we analyse the existence and stability of breathers, i.e. localized
oscillations in a simple model for a bent chain of oscillators with long-range
interaction.
PACS numbers: 02.60.-x, 05.45.Xt, 05.50.+q, 63.20.Pw, 63.20.Ry, 63.50.+x,
87.10.+e

1. Introduction
During recent years a great deal of attention has been paid to localized oscillations in nonlinear
discrete systems, which are usually known as discrete breathers, to differentiate them from the
entity with the same name in continuous systems. In a basic mathematical paper by Mackay
and Aubry [1], their existence and stability were established under rather general conditions.
This mathematical proof, based on the limit with no coupling, has become one of the starting
points for obtaining breathers, as ‘exact’ numerical solutions, up to machine precision [2–5].
A thorough review can be found in [6].
Many researchers have worked in the extension of the proofs to more general conditions,
applications to specific fields and different systems and to obtain experimental evidence of
their existence in real systems [7–12]. Work has been done on the interplay of nonlinearity
and inhomogeneity or disorder [13–15].
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The important and related point we address here is the influence of geometry, i.e. of the
shape of the chain of oscillators, on the existence and stability of breathers, and therefore on
localization of energy. Geometry is not relevant, as long as only nearest-neighbour interaction
is taken into account, but with long-range interaction it becomes critical, as the distances
between oscillators change and therefore the intensity of the coupling between them. The
geometry cannot be neglected any longer.
Bending of Klein–Gordon models has been studied in several papers. In [16] the bending
is introduced as an inhomogeneity in a model for DNA. Perturbative methods and numerical
simulation are used. In [17], the bending is introduced as a change of the coupling constant, also
for a DNA model. Numerical simulation is also used. Nonlinear Schrödinger equation (NLS)
models with long-range interaction have been studied in straight chains [18, 19], a twodimensional system with dipole–dipole interaction [20] and bent chains [21, 22]. Breathers
with long-range interaction in the straight chain appear in [23, 24]. However, the effect of
curvature and long-range interaction has not yet been addressed in ‘exact’ breathers.
We choose a model as simple as possible to isolate the effect of the bending and the
long-range interaction. We do not intend here the study of a specific physical model, but the
effect of the curvature on the existence of localized oscillations that involve a few oscillators.
Therefore, the long-range interaction we are interested in should have two characteristics:
(a) it has to decay slowly enough so as the system can feel the curvature; (b) it has to decay
fast enough so as the breather remain localized within a few units, i.e. the properties of the
system are far away from the continuous limit. This is a very different situation with respect to
the generic study of breathers with long-range interaction in the straight chain as is carefully
done in [23, 24]. Within these limitations, the exact form of the interaction is not qualitatively
relevant. The main factors that affect the properties of breathers are the strength of the coupling
and the curvature.
Our model consists of a Klein–Gordon model with long-range harmonic coupling, with
cubic power decay: that is, a straightforward generalization of the Hamiltonian in [18], and as
used for DNA in [19]. It is also a particular case of the generic studies in [23,24], described as
the dipole–dipole case. The first two references deal with the NLS, and all four refer to straight
chains. We use a soft on-site potential as it is the most common type used when biological
systems are modelled. It is described in detail in the next section.
2. The model
As commented above, we use a Klein–Gordon model, augmented with long-range interaction,
the Hamiltonian becoming

N 
N


2
1 2
1 2 2
1
H =
(1)
Jnm (un − um ) .
u̇ + 2 ω0 un + s(un ) + 4 ε
2 n
n=1

m=1

The variables un correspond to displacements perpendicular to a plane where the system is
embedded. A sketch of the chain is shown in figure 1.
The on-site potential is given by
V (un ) =

1 2
ω
2 0

u2n + s(un )

with sφ(un ) being the non-harmonic part, and s a parameter to tune the degree of nonlinearity.
We have chosen a soft-symmetric potential, i.e. s(un ) = − 41 u4n . The absolute value of s is,
in fact, irrelevant, as it can be chosen as s = 1, with a suitable scaling of the variables un .
Similarly, we can choose ω0 = 1, with a suitable change of the time scale.
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Figure 1. Sketch of the chain of oscillators with curvature κ = 1.

The last term is the long-range interaction, Jnm being the coupling constants (in time), with
values, for n = m, Jnm = 1/|rn − rm |q , and 0 otherwise. The exponent q can take different
values, as commented in the introduction, with similar behaviour, although the results described
here correspond to a dipole–dipole decay: that is q = 3.
The parameter ε is used to tune the strength of the coupling. The vectors rn = (xn , yn ),
describe the positions of the oscillators in the two-dimensional space where the system is
embedded. We normalize the distances between them, so that |rn − rn+1 | = 1, i.e. we neglect
the stretching of the chain. The nearest-neighbour interaction can be recovered for q = ∞.
The shape of the chain is described as a parabola, i.e. yn = κxn2 /2, with curvature κ. It can be
an approximation of a more general shape in the neighbourhood of the bending point.
Note that the coupling coefficients, Jnm , do not depend on time, as the shape of the system
is constant in time, although dependent on the curvature as a parameter.
This leaves only two parameters in our system: ε, the coupling parameter, which represents
the ratio of the coupling energy with respect to the on-site energy, and the curvature of the
system, κ, which describes the shape of the system.
The dynamical equations become
ün + ω02 un − u3n + ε

N


Jnm (un − um ) = 0

n = 1, . . . , N.

(2)

m=1

3. Methods
We look for breathers: that is, localized, time-reversible, periodic solutions of (2). The
procedure consists of expressingthe functions un as truncated cosine Fourier series of specified
m
frequency ωb , that is un = z0,n + kk=1
2 zk,n cos(k ωb t), and collecting together the coefficients
corresponding to different k. Thus, we obtain a system of algebraic equations on zk,n . Starting
from the anticontinuous limit, i.e. ε = 0, where we have solutions for the isolated variables,
we can continue them using the Newton method up to some unspecified value of ε. The time
reversibility condition allows us to eliminate the trivial time shift degeneracy. The theorem of
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existence can be found in the basic mathematical paper [1], and a thorough description of the
numerical methods can be found in [2, 3, 5]. The linear stability is checked by studying the
eigenvalues of the monodromy [4, 25], i.e. the matrix M0 , given by
[{ξn (T )}, {ξ̇n (T )}] = M0 [{ξn (0)}, {ξ̇n (0)}]

(3)

where T = 2π/ωb is the period of the breather, and [{ξn (t)}, {ξ̇n (t)}] is the column matrix
of positions and velocities of the solutions of the linearization of (2): that is, the result of
the numerical integration (a symplectic integrator is highly recommended to get accurate
results [27]) of
(N (u(t), ε) · ξ )n ≡ ξ̈n + ω02 ξn + s  (un ) ξn + ε

N


Jnm (ξn − ξm ) = 0

n = 1, . . . , N.

m=1

(4)
Here ξ = {ξn (t)} represent the perturbations of the breather solution, and are not restricted to
time reversible functions. The operator N (u(t), ε) ≡ {Nn (u(t), ε)} is called the Newton
operator. Therefore, the solutions of (4) can be described as the eigenvectors of N
corresponding to the eigenvalue E = 0.
As the linearized system is real and Hamiltonian, the monodromy is also a real and
symplectic operator. This implies that if λ is an eigenvalue of M0 , so are λ∗ , 1/λ and 1/λ∗ .
Stability means that all the eigenvalues have modulus 1. The fact that the derivative of the
breather {u̇n (t)} is a solution of (4) means that there is always a double eigenvalue at 1 + 0i.
4. Linear modes
One of the first effects to take into account when the curvature is increased is the effect on
normal modes. For a given κ the linear mode frequencies form a band whose width increases
with the coupling parameter ε, the phonon band. At the top of the band these modes are
localized and at the bottom they are spread all over the system. The mode of lowest frequency,
i.e. ω = ω0 , consists of all the oscillators vibrating in phase.
On the one hand, the curvature causes the band to become somewhat wider, thus apparently
limiting the range of existence of the breather and its stability. In figure 2 can be seen the
splitting of the phonon band with increasing coupling for κ = 0 and 10.
On the other hand, the curvature induces a larger difference of coupling constant between
the oscillators, increasing the inhomogeneity of the system and, therefore, increasing Anderson
localization. The top of the band modes are highly localized and can reinforce the breathers
in the same site, provided they have similar shape, or could destroy them in the opposite case.
This can be seen in figure 3 by comparing the shape of the modes with highest frequency for
curvatures κ = 0 and 20 for the same value of the coupling parameter ε = 0.3.
5. Stability of the central particle
We can continue the one-site breathers located in any of the sites of the system. At zero
coupling, all of them exist with any frequency ωb above ω0 , if the potential is hard, and below
ω0 if the potential is soft. They can be continued and are stable up to some unspecified value of
the coupling ε as long as the frequencies of the breather and its harmonics do not coincide with
ω0 and the potential is nonlinear at that value of ωb , i.e. ∂ω/∂I = 0. With increasing coupling
the phonon band will split and eventually reach one of the harmonics, but, frequently, another
localized mode separates from the band and produces the instability. The stability is analysed
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Figure 2. Splitting of the phonon band with increasing coupling for κ = 0 and 10. Also shown is
the breather frequency for a soft, on-site potential.
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Figure 3. Linear modes of highest frequency κ = 0 and 20 and coupling parameter ε = 0.3.
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Figure 4. Two examples of the evolution of the monodromy eigenvalues with the coupling
parameter. Left, for the breather on the bending point and κ = 6. The eigenvalues cross at
−1 but without producing any instability. Right, for the lateral breather, with κ = 16. In fact, they
are identical, as it is a pair of localized eigenvalues with frequency below the phonon band which
reach +1 and abandon the unit circle, producing the instability.

observing the evolution of the eigenvalues of the monodromy. As commented above, they
are all of modulus unity as long as the system is stable. The instability can be produced only
in three different forms [4]: (a) a couple of conjugate eigenvalues reach 1 and leave the unit
circle at the real line (harmonic resonance); (b) a couple of conjugate eigenvalues reach −1
and leave the unit circle at the real line (sub-harmonic resonance); (c) two pairs of conjugate
eigenvalues collide at two points of the unit circle and leave it (Krein collision).
Figure 4 (left) shows the evolution of the arguments of the monodromy eigenvalues for
the central particle with an intermediate curvature κ = 6 until a harmonic resonance occurs.
Note that it is a localized mode which separates from the phonon band and produces the
instability. Similar pictures are obtained for different curvatures, increasing the splitting of
the phonon band with increasing κ. Above a certain value they reach −1, and thereafter
many crossings of pairs of eigenvalues take place, although without any of them leaving the
unit circle: that is, without affecting the breather stability. This can be interpreted in the
framework of the band theory as that the eigenvalues belong to different bands of the equation
N (u(t)) · ξ(t) = E ξ(t) [4]. In figure 4 (right) is shown the evolution of the arguments of
the monodromy eigenvalues for the lateral breather. The main difference is that the evolution
of the eigenvalue that goes to produce the instability at +1, i.e. θ = 0, is much faster. It
reaches +1 for smaller values of the coupling parameter ε, when the phonon spectrum has
not yet reached −1 and without any crossing of eigenvalues at this point. This is the main
difference that appears in the evolution of the monodromy eigenvalues while considering the
three different kinds of breathers and different values of the curvature. However, it turns out
that the crossings in this model have no relevance, as the instability is always produced by a

Numerical study of breathers in a bent chain of oscillators

6369

0.22
0.2

Critical coupling ε

0.18
0.16
0.14
B

0.12
0.1

A

0.08
0.06
0.04
0

5

10

Curvature κ

15

20

Figure 5. Bifurcation curves from linear stability to linear instability for breathers at the first
(curve A) and second (curve B) neighbours of the one on the bending point. The regions of
stability are the areas below these curves. The calculated points are represented by crosses.

localized eigenvalue with frequency smaller that the phonon band and leaving the unit circle
at +1.
Up to even the unrealistic values such as κ = 20 that we have studied, the instability is
produced in the same way and approximately for the same value of the coupling parameter. This
means that the one-site breather localized at the bending point is highly stable, and not too much
affected by the bending of the chain. Moreover, the eigenvector that produces the instability
is centred on the bending-point particle. Therefore, it will not tend to delocalize the breather.
6. Stability of the lateral particle
We denote the particle next to the particle localized at the bending point as the lateral particle.
The analysis of the stability of the breather located on this site gives a different picture than the
one corresponding to the central particle. The evolution of the monodromy eigenvalues looks
very similar to the breather at the bending point, as shown in figure 4, but with two important
differences. (a) The value of the coupling where the instability is produced, εc , becomes
smaller when the curvature κ increases (while being approximately constant for the central
breather). The space of parameters (κ, ε) splits into two regions, divided by the bifurcation
locus, given by the curve εc (κ). The stable region is the area below this curve, and the unstable
region is the area above it. The curve εc (κ) is shown in figure 5 (also for the second breather).
(b) With κ large enough, the breather and the instability eigenvector extend to the central
particle and to the symmetric one. This means that they will be affected by the instability. The
profile of the instability eigenvector for some values of the parameters can be seen in figure 6.
The eigenvectors corresponding to non-real eigenvalues can be cast [26] (by multiplying by a
complex scalar) into the form " = [δxn , iδvn ], while the eigenvectors corresponding to real
eigenvalues are real. This implies that when " approaches the bifurcation point +1, either its
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Figure 6. Components on the second half (the velocities part) of the instability eigenvector for
κ = 10 and critical coupling ε = 0.085. The first half (the positions part) or the components are
zero.

real part or its imaginary part tends to zero, so as it can be cast into a real vector. Therefore, at the
bifurcation point, the eigenvector will be either [δxn , 0] or [0, δvn ]. The last one corresponds
to our case, which is why only the second part is represented in figure 6.
This analysis suggests that a change of position can be experienced by the lateral breather
changing its position to the bending point. This can be tested by numerical integration
of (2), with initial conditions corresponding to the lateral breather at the critical point. The
simulation spectacularly confirms this suggestion. Although the time consuming calculation
of eigenvalues has been done with a fairly small system of 21 particles, the simulation has been
done with a larger system of 101 particles to eliminate the effect of reflection of the radiation
emitted during the switching of position. This can be observed in figure 7 (left).
7. Stability of the second neighbour
Similar results are obtained with the second neighbour of the central particle. If this is
continued while increasing the coupling, it eventually becomes unstable, due to some mode
which detaches from the phonon band. The values of εc where the instability takes place are
smaller than at the central site but higher than that corresponding to the lateral one, as can be
seen in figure 5. Simulations performed within the instability parameters show that, frequently,
the second-neighbour breather jumps to the first-neighbour site and almost immediately to the
central site. A great deal of radiation is emitted, which means that the solution after the
switching is not an exact one. The result, a nonlinear symmetric mode centred in the central
particle, is not an exact breather, as it oscillates with several frequencies, but it remains stable
and localized. The change of position can be seen in the right-hand side of figure 7.
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Figure 7. Switching of site of the lateral breather to the central site (left), and of the secondneighbour breather (right) in a model of 101 particles, with the values of the parameters shown.
Particle 51 is the one on the bending point.

8. Discussion

The fact that a breather changes its position a site or two sites in a chain of oscillators can be
seen as a special case of moving breather, i.e. a breather that moves one or two steps.
The theory of moving breathers is by no means so well developed as in the static case.
Nevertheless, there is a systematic method to obtain them, which is very often successful [26].
A basic fact is that a stable breather cannot move or be made mobile by a small perturbation,
because that would be in contradiction with its stability. Therefore, the mentioned method
consists of obtaining a breather very close to an instability and perturbing it in the direction of
an instability eigenvector.
The situation we are describing is quite similar. By changing the curvature of the chain
(or the coupling), we obtain an unstable breather, with a pair of eigenvalues of the monodromy
matrix reaching +1 and abandoning the unit circle. The breather moves, but through an
inhomogeneous medium, due to the different coupling constants caused by the curvature. At
the next position the conditions correspond again to a stable breather and it stops and adapts
its shape to its new environment with the emission of some phonons. Or, as in the case of the
second breather, the conditions can be so as it can move another step. The site at the bending
point is the natural end of this short trip, as there the breather is far away from the instability.
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9. Conclusions
We address the problem of the existence and instability of breathers in a Klein–Gordon
system of oscillators, with harmonic, long-range interaction coupling and coupling constants
dependent on the distance between oscillators, taking into account the curvature of the chain.
We look for breathers and study their stability at the bending point and in its neighbourhood.
Different behaviour is observed at these sites: the central breather is extremely stable and
independent of the curvature, while the stability of the breathers located in the immediate
neighbourhood of the bending point decreases rapidly with increasing curvature.
Numerical simulation show that breathers in the lateral particles, for values of the coupling
and curvature where they are unstable and the central one is stable, jump, after a certain time,
to the central site. Similarly, the value of the critical coupling diminishes with the curvature
for the second-neighbour breather, which, frequently, jumps to the first neighbour and to the
central particle. These results show a much higher probability of localization of energy in the
bending points.
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